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The Holy Alliance created no binding obligations. Alexander regarded it primarily as an act of faith,12 and it was wildly acclaimed by those who believed in the magic power of exalted formulas. Goethe is said to have welcomed it as "the greatest and the most beneficial thing ever conceived in the interest of humanity," To Castlereagh, however, the Holy Alliance was "a piece of sublime mysticism and nonsense/' and to Metternich "a loud-sounding nothing/' Abb6 dc Pradt wittily described it as "the Book of Revelation of diplomacy/' The treaty of September, 181?, according to W. Alison Phillips, "was of immediate practical importance only in so far as it tended to complicate the diplomatic relations of the allies . . . owing to the Russian claim, persistently repeated, that it committed the Powers to Alexander's ideal of a 'universal union/ which they in fact repudiated/7 13 In literary and historical tradition the Holy Alliance has become the symbol of extreme reaction in both foreign and domestic policy.
The real basis of the ill fated attempt at international cooperation in the 1820's was not the Holy Alliance but the treaty of the Quadruple Alliance of November 20, 1815, N.S. As has already been stated, an alliance of Great Britain, Russia, Austria, and Prussia was formed at Chaumont in March, 1814. Although designed to last for twenty years, it was shattered by the Treaty of January 3, 1815, N.S., which aligned Great Britain, Austria, and France against Russia and Prussia. The reappearance of Napoleon made the allies for a time forget their differences, and on March 25, 1815, N.S., the Quadruple Alliance, renewed by the Treaty of Vienna, received its final formulation in the Treaty of November 20,1815, N.S. The idea of putting the Quadruple Alliance on a permanent basis originated with Castlereagh and was enthusiastically approved by the tsar. Article 6 of the treaty of November 20 provided that "in order to consolidate the connections which at the present moment so closely unite the four sovereigns for the happiness of the world, the high contracting parties have agreed to renew their meetings at fixed periods, either under the direct auspices of the sovereigns themselves or by their respective ministers, for the purpose of consulting upon their common interests, and for the consideration of the measures which at each of these periods shall be considered as the most salutary for the repose and prosperity of nations
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